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Report of Selectmen and Treasurer. 


The Seletmen credit the town for the year ending March 1, 1880 
as follows : 


By list of taxes assessed April 1, 1879, $2,357.28 
Dog tax, 27.00 
Cash received of former treasurer, 195.67 
Received taxes assessed in 1875, 11.42 
Ch iH 1876, 2.55 

“ “ 1877, . 31.40 

as a 1878, 322.51 

County, for support of poor, ; 229.20 
Railroad tax, 504.44 

Savings Bank tax, 192.04 

Literary Fund, 36.63 

Luther Barrett, 6.06 

Arthur F. Fletcher, 19.38 

Charles H. Spiiler, 13.48 

Cash hired by former treasurer, 115.00 

Mary J. Mitchell, 500.00 

Nathan Chapman, 300.00 

Alice B. Nichols, 20.00 

Lavina Brown, 300.00 

J. V.B. Dalton, 100.00 

Hattie N. M. Morrison, 125.00 


$4,959.01 


£ 


DISBURSEMENT OF TREASURER. 
Paid Outstanding bills: 


Express by former Town Treasurer, $ .45 
day so ling, ert oP i 150.00 
W.H. Sargent,‘ th : 4.00 
Moses S. Flanders, by former Town Treasurer, 11.00 
Eliza Prescott note in full, 105.70 
Mary R. Martin #3 = 114.99 
L. W. Prescott. | ee 4: 663.40 
Geo. F. Fletcher +s Ae 191.40 
Isaac C. Tilton on note, 137.14 
Caleb Whittemore ‘ 116.10 
Chas. M. Barnard, * 120.00 
Frank P. Whittemore in full, 47.14 
L. W. Fling in full, 222.00 
S.G. Fletcher, damage done by dogs 1877, 25.00 
David B. Clement on note, 200.00 


$2,108.32 
“ Support of Schools. 


Paid District No. 1, G. R. Tobine, ($8.49 due,) $70.28 
et Sole Pan Tepe SEE OD Pa feed 
ce ‘¢ 3, G. F. Fletcher, 36.96 
cf “ 4,R.B  Gitpatrie, 45.95 
ag rate 4 tN - Clough, 30.12 
3 ‘¢ 7, David B. Clement, jr., 65.76 
cs aE NaS « ay . Morrill, 90.25 
e Jy W.H. Abel, 26.18 
rt ‘¢ 10, Arthur W. Nichols, 11.25 
Union No. 1, 5 B. Mitchell, 44.32 
$448.86 
Town Officers’ Bills. 
Paid Frank P. Morrill, S. S. Committee, $25.00 
John L. Morrison, Town Clerk, 11.00 
N. P. Batchelder, Selectman, 65.00 
J. S..Morrison, chy 28.00 


M. M..R. Mitchell, “ | 22.00 
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Paid David B. Clement, Suberte dr! $3.00 
Richard Brown, ne 3.00 
J. L. Morrison, He 3.00 
Uriel Pike, Town Treasurer, 20.00 
George F. Fletcher, Collector of taxes, 27.00 

$207.00 
Support of Poor. 

Paid for support of Hezekiah and Saliy Heath, $153.00 
A Stephen S. Brown, 57.50 
st Mrs. Abraham Smith, 86.38 
Town of Hill for the Berry fanily, 32.00 
$328.88 

Highways and Bridges. 

Paid D. B. Clement, jr., for breaking Brown Road, $2.50 
P. B. Smith, for plank, . Sn): 
Uriel Pike, labor on road, 3.30 
Hughes & Huckings, “Chet 
R. Brown, for labor and lumber, 8.87 
David B. Clement, for plank, 8.46 
Charles-Woodman, x 5.04. 
Charles Woodman, for use of water tub, 3.00 
Charles H. Spiller, labor on bridge, 3.00 
S. Frost Hammond, lumber for bridge, 1.09 
W. B: Nichols, labor on Brown road, 2.50 
S. W. Fletcher, for bridge plank, 16.13 
Arthur W. Nichols, for lumber, 32.00 
J. S. Morrison, for labor and drawing lumber, 3.75 
Nathan Chapman, labor on road, 1.50 
J. A. Woodman, labor and lumber, 9.24 
Luther Barrett, “s vs 1.25 
Edwin L. Plummer, labor on Brown road, 2.50 
W. W. Harriman, labor in 1875, ’76, 22.20 
Geo. W. Rankins, labor on road, 14.30 
J.B. Mitchell, labor on Brown road, 5.00 
Moses E. Flanders, 1.60 
Daniel B. Mitchell, spruce polls, 8] 


$151.56 
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9 
Miscellaneous Items. 


Paid for postage and stationery, $5.29 
For printing tax bills, 1.00 
Bounty on hawks, .80 
Walter H. Sargent, bounty en foxes, 1.50 
Edwin L. Plummer, ch 4 ' 00 
F. P. Morrill, printing town reports, 12.50 
M.-M. R. Mitchell, interest on money, gaa 
H. B. Fowler, record of births and deaths, .00 
A. C. Whipple, i . BE 3.00 
Town officer, 2.50 
Order book and note blanks, \ 1.55 
C. Woodman, taking affidavit, .20 
Perambulation of line between Bridgewater and 

Bristol, 1.00 
R. B. Gilpatric, for wood, 2.00 
Selectmen expenses, 11.75 
Richard Brown, overtaxed, | 4.90 

$50.24 
Abatement of Taxes. 

Assessed in 1876, $10.03 
fs 1877, ; 39.90 
sé 1878, | 47.87 

Non-resident taxes worked in 1876, 1.95 
rT i 6 1877, 2.25 

Abatement of taxes, 1879, $6.30 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Amount received, 

Paid Out. 

Paid outstanding bills, $2,108.32 
State tax, 300.00 
County tax, 467.10 
Support of schools, 448.86 
Town officers’ bills, 207.00 
Support of poor, 328.88 
Highways and bridges, 151.56 
Miscellaneous, 50.24 
Abatements, 6.30 
Non-resident worked, 39.79 
Due on collector’: book, 402.05 
Auditors, 3.00 

By cash on hand, 445.91 


Demands Against the Town. 


Surplus Revenue, two notes, 
Eliza A. Johnson, * As 
David B. Clement,‘ : 
Lydia R. Clement, 

David B. Clement, jr., 

Isaac C. Tilton, 

Charles M. Barnard, 
Melinda M. Barnard, 

M. M.R. Mitchell, two notes, 
Ruth A. Batchelder, ‘“ a 
Caleb Whittemore, 

Frank B. Tilton, 

Alba O. Dolloff, 

Eldorus Smith, 

Levi Dolloff, 

Mary J. Mitchell, two notes, 
Alice B. Nichols, ‘ bs 
George F. Fletcher, not reported last year, 
Shurbarne W. Tilton; °¢ 
Jane L. Cass, 

Otis F. Cross, 

Clarissa Cross, 

Nathan Chapman, 

Lovina Brown, 

J.M. V. B. Dalton, 

Hattie N. M. Morrison, 


$4,959.01 


$4,959.01 


$2,095.81 
378.10 
1,712.07 
149.24 
363.41 
1,367.38 
1,203.38 
54.90 
412.2% 
1,142.47 
553.05 
866.19 
28.31 
tle2o 
310.98 
622.30 
51.80 
119.66 
199.19 
67.60 
52.00 
52.50 
309.00 
308.00 
101.33 
127.08 


$12,619.18 
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Claims Due the’Town. 


Due on collector’s book, 1873, $15.07 
“ “ “1874, 12.54 
bs Mkt, 17.37 
eS . io nnovG, 25.21 
‘ Ae EOP 127.07 
+ bi tt 8 78, 106.89 
*: ox “ined Rave 402.05 
Due from T. R. Spiller, 1875, ’76, ’77, 22525 
‘¢ Sale of old bridge timber, 3.41 
** County for support of Hezekiah & Sally Heath, 51.00 
by 43 4 Stephen S. Brown, 17.00 
‘* John M. & John H. Fogg, on note, 9.38 
‘* Calvin Blanchard, damage done by his dog, 10.50 
** Stephen R. Glover, 3 as 4, 8.50 
$828.28 
Amount of claims due the town, $828.28 
Cash on hand, 445.91 
$1,274.19 
Demands against the town, $12,619.18 
Claims due the town, 1,274.19 
— $11,344.99 
Deduct Surplus Revenue, 2,095.81 
$9,249.18 


URIEL PIKE, Treasurer. 


J. L. MORRISON, ) 


Neer: rorRisoN, | Selectmen 
M. M. R. MITCHELL, J Bridgewater. 


We have examined the foregoing account and find the same 
correctly cast and properly vouched. 


DAVID B. CLEMENT, 


DAVID S. BATCHELDER, | 4¢@"s- 


Ss SH a @ | 4 


OF THE 
SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


TOWN OF BRIDGEWATER, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1880. 


In presenting to the town my third annual report of the com- 
mon schools, I wish to say that I report each school as it ap- 
peared to me during my visitation to the same. 


Districr No. 1. 


The first term in this district was commenced by Miss Fannig 
W. Rosryson, who kept for three weeks, but, owing to a gener- 
al dissatisfaction to the district and myself, she left the school, 
_ and the remaining five weeks was under the instruction of FRED 
A. Wett of Plymouth. - Mr. Wells also taught the winter term 
of seven weeks, commencing Nov. 17. I visited this school at 
the commencement and close. The classes made good progress 
for so short aterm. Mr. Wells did, I think, use considerable 
effort to make it a profitable term for the scholars, and I am 
gratified to say that he succeeded nicely. I notice upon the 
school register certain scholars who were tardy a great deal. If 
you are coming to school at all, why not come in season? The 
school hours are too valuable to be wasted away in this manner. 
There was one class that used U. 8. History as a text-reading- 
book, in connection with the reader itself. This ideais nota 
bad, but a good one. The whole number studying Reading was 
9; Penmanship, 8; Arithmetic, 12 ; Geography, 6; Grammar, 4- 
Whole number of scholars, first term, 9. Average attendance, 
8. Second term, 12. Average attendance, 10. Wages of 
teacher per month, including board, first term, $16.80 ; second 
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term, $20. Upon the Roll of Honor we find the following 
names: First term, Elmer P. Wiser. Second term, Cory E. 
‘and Austin W. Woodman, Orrin W., Orra L. and Elmer P. 
Wiser, and Mary A. Hinman. Whole amount of school money, 
$78.77. Gustavus R. Tobine, Prudential Committee. 


Districr No. 2. 

The school in this district was commenced by Neture E. 
ALLEN, who taught about two weeks, when circumstances oc- 
curred such that she left the school, and Mr. Bens. F. Nurrine 
kept the remaining five weeks of the term. This schoolis small, 
numbering only three scholars. The school room was.at the 
residence of the prudential committee, the district containing no 
school house. Inmy visits to this school, I noticed that there 
was a lack of interest among the scholars, and that they did not 
give so good attention to study as we usually see. The cause 
of this could have been attributed to several reasons, one per- 
haps, so few scholars; another, so many absences; and a third, 
lack of energy by the teacher. We are aware that it requires 
a deal of perseverance to make it interesting for the scholars in 
a school like this; yet, we think, had the teacher been more 
energetic, the scholars would have been more attentive. In 
this, as in other districts, a great many tardy marks are upon 
the register. One name is found upon the Roll of Honor, that 
of Joseph H. Morrison. All the scholars studied Reading, two 
Penmanship, two Arithmetic, two Geography. Wages of teach- 
er per month, including board, $14.16. Whole amount of 
school money, $27.79. Joseph S. Morrison, Prudential Com- 
mittee. 


District No. 3. 

One term of thirteen week&$, commencing Dec. 8, was kept 
by Miss Mary A. Morrimut. As the school house is unfit for 
school purposes, a room has been fitted up at the residence of 
Albion B. Dalton, where the school has been held for the past 
three years. This school is composed of eight scholars, one 
coming from out the district. I visited this school but once, 
and that near the commencement. ‘The order was good, and 
the classes, though somewhat backward, were in a way of im- 
provement. At the writing of this report, the school has not 
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finished, so I am unable to give the average attendance, or those 
upon the Roll of Honor, only to the eleventh week. At this 
time, the average attendance was 7. Those studying Reading, 
8; Penmanship, 5; Arithmetic, 6; Geography, 3; Grammar, 
3. Upon the Roll of Honor, are the following names: Sherman 
S. Fletcher, Carrie M. Dalton. Wages of teacher per month, 
$10.00. Boardgiven. Whole amount of school money, $36.96. 
George F. Fletcher, Prudential Committee. 


Disrrict No. 4. 

Miss Kare L. Rosir, of Bristo!, taught one, term of eight 
weeks, commencing Oct. 27. It will be remembered that Miss 
Robie taught a successful term here last season, and I am de- 
lighted in saying, another one this year. At my visits to the 
school, the scholars appeared interested and industrious. The 
closing examination showed very thorough advancement, and 
the public exercises, witnessed by parents and others, of the last 
day, did for the scholars and teacher, much credit. Miss Robie 
is an experienced teacher, laboring earnestly for the good of 
her pupils. I consider this school to be one of the best in town. 
Whole number of scholars, 16; average attendance, 15. Num- 
ber of pupils studying Reading, 16; Penmanship, 14; Arith- 
metic, 16; Geography, 14; Grammar, 9; History, 7. ‘There 
was also a class of two in Greenleaf’s Elementary Algebra, one 
in Physiology and one in Familiar Science. Upon the Roll of 
Honor, are the following names: Elmer J. Gilpatric, Cyrus W. 
Fletcher, Roscoe F. Wheeler, Winfred W. Gilpatric, Eva L. 
Upham and Ada A. Gilpatric. Wages of teacher, per month, 
including board, $23.20. Whole amount of school money, 
$45.95. Robert B. Gilpatric, Prudential Committee. 


District No. 5. 

One term of nine weeks, commencing Aug. 18, was taught by 
Miss Mary A. Morritt, the same teacher as last season. The 
scholars numbered thirteen in all, seven of whom were from other 
districts. At each of my visits, it appeared well, and I think 
those who attended regularly made good progress in their studies. 
A scholar who is absent. half of the time, might about as well 
remain out all the time, for he soon loses interest in his studies, 
gets behind his classes, and finally becomes discouraged. If 
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you want your children to become interested in their studies, 
Send them to school regularly, encourage them in every way 
possible, until you have created interest enough for them, that 
they will become interested for themselves. I am sorry to say 
that no scholar’s name in the district is upon the Roll of Honor, 
but Ada A. and Winfred W. Gilpatric, from district No. 4, are 
the only names upon this roll. The number studying Reading 
was 13; Penmanship, 10; Arithmetic, 11; Geography, 8; 
Grammar, 4. The average attendance for the term was 9. 
Wages of teacher per month, including board, $17.00. Whole 
amount of school money, $30.12. Albert N. Clough, Pruden- 
tial Committee. 


District No. 6. 
This is a portion of the town containing no inhabitants—con- 
sequently no school. 


lad 


Districr No. 7. 


As usual there was but one term of school in this district, 
commencing Sept. 1, of about twelve weeks in length, taught 
by Mr. Merrizz G. Marrinpate. This was Mr. Martindale’s 
second attempt as a teacher. I think he succeeded fair with 
the school, yet the closing examination showed a lack of thor- 
oughness among some of the scholars. As the school was smal] 
and the term of considerable length, I expected a more extend- 
ed and thorough advancement. I have visited schools that had 
not been in session more than two-thirds the length of this, and 
found more improvement made. Some of the reading classes 
made quite a noticeable improvement. The order at each visit 
was excellent. The whole number studying Reading was 10 ; 
Penmanship, 8; Arithmetic, 8; Geography, 5; Grammar, 2. 
I find no name upon the Roll of Honor, although many were | 
absent only a few days. Whole number of scholars, 10. Av- 
erage attendance, 9. Wages of teacher per month, including 
board. $18. Whole amount of school money, $65.76. David 
B. Clement, jr., Prudential Committee. 


Disraict No. 8. 
Two terms in this district. The first term of cight weeks, 
commencing May 5, was under the instruction of Miss Mary 
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A. Morritt. The scholars, though small, ‘numbered more in 
this than any other district in town. The school appeared ex-- 
cellent at both of my visits, and the scholars manifested a will- 
ingness of obedience towards the teacher. One can scarcely 
expect in a school composed of so many small pupils that quiet- 
ness in the school room that would, under other circumstances, 
be expected. The classes at the closing examination appeared 
interested, and showed by their answers that careful study could 
only have produced like results. The whole number of scholars 
was 18; average attendance, 17. Number studying Reading, 18 ; 
Penmanship, 13; Arithmetic, 16; Geography, 13; Grammar, 5. 
Upon the Roll of Honor, we find the following: Sherman C. 
Rankin, Emery M. Flanders, Alfred H. Tilton, Walter H. Sar- 
gent, Harris W. Hammond, Etta M. Dolloff, Helen M. Smith, 
Mabel M. Dolloff, Alice M. Tilton, Maud M. Dolloff and Lura 
Della Tilton. Wages of teacher per month, including board, 
$20.00 

The second term of nine weeks, commencing Oct. 20, was 
taught by your Committee. The school was large, twenty-four 
in all, three of whom came from out the district. Whole nura- 
ber of scholars studying Reading, 24; Penmanship, 18; Arith- 
metic, 23; Geography, 14; Grammar, 7; History, 2; Compo- 
sition, 4. There was one class of three in Meservey’s Book- 
keeping, two of whom completed the book. Average attend- 
ance for the term, 22. Upon the Roll of Honor, the names of 
Abner F. Dolloff, Alice M. Tilton, Luey S. Dolloff, Lura D. 
Tilton, Lennie D. Flanders, Maud M. Dolloff, Harris W. Ham- 
mond, Etta M. Dolloff, Elmer H. Hammond, Alfred H. Tilton, 
Chas. E. Spencer, Walter H. Sargent, are found. There were 
others absent only a few days, and that on account of sickness. 
Wages of teacher per month, including board, $24.00. Whole 
amount of school money, $90.25. Jonathan F. Morrill, Fru- 


dential Committee. 
District No. 9. 


Miss Appiz C. Woopman taught one term of six weeks, com- 
mencing Sept. 1. Miss Woodman is a teacher of experience, 
and understands how to impress upon the scholar’s mind, the 
importance of study. The school appeared finely at each visit, 
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and the scholars, at the closing examination, were prompt in re- 
sponding to the general questions given them by the teacher. 
The whole number of scholars present, 9; average attendance, 
8. Number studying Reading, 9; Penmanship, 5; Arithmetic, 
7; Geography, 5; Grammar, 2; History, 3. The following 
names are upon the Roll of Honor: Abbie Hinman, Mary Effie 
and Henry Gault, and Austin Woodman. Wages of teacher, 
per month, including board, $20.00. Whole amount of school 
money, $26.18. William H. Abel, Prudential Committee. 


District No. 10. 


One short term of only four weeks, commencing Aug. 4, was 
kept by Mr. Merrit G. Martinpatrr, the teacher of district 
No. 7. There are found, upon the school register, the names of 
eight scholars, but most of them belonged in other districts. 
This was Mr. Martindale’s first experience as a teacher. The 
school being of so short duration, and the scholars small, it is 
hard to distinguish any perceivable advancement made during 
the term. The order was not good, and perhaps ought not to 
be expected perfect, considering the condition of the school, yet 
in my opinion, it could have been improved by earnest efforts 
on the part of the teacher. All the scholars attended to Read- 
ing; 3 to Arithmetic, and one to Primary Geography. The av- 
erage attendance of the school was 7. The names of Archie 
B. Nichols and Geo. F. Gilpatric are found upon the Roll of , 
Honor. Wages of teacher per month, including board, $12.00. — 
Whole amount of school money, $11.25. Arthur W. Nichols, 
Prudential Committee. 


Unton District No. 1. 


There were .two terms of school in this district. The first. 
term of eight weeks, commencing May 11, was under the in- 
struction of Miss Cora L. Park, of Plymouth. Whole number 
of scholars, 9; average attendance, 7. Miss Park possesses 
the qualifications of a good teacher, and I think she endeavored 
to make the school pleasing and instructive for her scholars. 
The order was average, and the classes appeared finely at the 
closing visit. The number of pupils atteading to reading was 
5; Penmanship, 9; Arithmetic, 5; Geography, 4; Grammar, 1. 
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The names of E. Belle and Leland Mitchell and Maud Plum- 
mer are found upon the Roll of Honor. 

The second term of eleven weeks, commencing Sept. 8, was 
taught by Miss Lorrie E. Hazerron, of Plymouth. This term 
was somewhat longer than the previous one. As this was Miss 
Hazelton’s first attempt as a teacher, we think she _ suc- 
ceeded well and kept a fair school. The order was good and 
most of the classes passed a fair examination. Some of the 
scholars were absent considerable,which as a matter of course,im- 
peded their progress. Seven of the scholars attended to Read- 
ing, 6 to Penmanship, 6 to Arithmetic, 2 to Geography and 1 
to Grammar. Upon the Roll of Honor are found the same 
names as in the spring term. Wages of teacher per month, in- 
cluding board, each term, $12.80. Whole amount of school 
money from Bridgewater, $44.32. J. Bartlett Mitchell, Pru- 
dential Committee. 


In conclusion a few words may be appropriate in regard to 
the general condition of the schools. Your committee has lab- 
ored for the best interests of the schools so far as possible, and 
yet there are matters that must be adjusted before the schools 
can enter that channel which leads to a higher development. It 
is evident, I think to nearly all, that we are working at a dis- 
advantage on account of the number of small schools, and there 
is a growing inquiry if the children of our town cannot be 
saved from the present distribution of the school money. The 
inquiry is made from a desire that our scholars shall have bet- 
ter advantages for an education for the money appropriated. 
If there are twenty or twenty-five scholars who can be brought 
into one school without going an unreasonable distance, then 
there is a loss and a waste if two or three schools are support- 
ed for their education. This statement hardly needs to be fol- 
lowed by an argument for its support. Having but a few weeks’ 
schooling in the year, the scholars forget, in the long vacation, 
much of what they learned, and the next year must take a large 
portion of the time for review. Now if these small schools 
could be combined so as to form larger ones, then more money 
could be secured, the terms become lengthened and their value 
increased by employing teachers of. higher qualifications. 
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Here is a gain of no little importance, and a gain that wil: com- 
pensate for many inconveniences. It seems to me that districts 
Nos. 10 and 2 could unite with Union No. 1. By so combining 
a larger and longer school could be formed, with a good school- 
house in which to assembled. Also, No. 1 and 9 should unite 
and the new school-house, which is contemplated in the latter 
district, located so as to accommodate both. District No. 3 
and a part of No. 5 could unite with No.4; the balance of 
No. 5 could combine with No. 8. With this classification we 
should have only five schools, whereas we are maintaining ten 
with the present arrangement. The greatest objection to the 
proposed classification would be, that a few of the scholars 
would have a greater distance to travel. But let us have the 
schools in that season of the year when the condition of the 
roads are such that our scholars can travel, and then this ob- 
jection becomes partially removed. Where there is one objec- 
tion offered against a classification, it seems to me three could 
be offered in its favor. One thing is sure it would give our 
children better advantages for an education. I simply give 
these suggestions to the public and if any arrangement can be 
made by which the number of small schools shall be diminish- 
ed, there is a promise of increased efficiency, and it will be 
wisdom for us to seek for it until we find it. 

I have placed in the schools, during the past year, a new 
reader in place of the old which has been in use a number of 
years. Its introduction has met with success and more ad- 
vancement made in that branch of study than last year. One 
other book needs yet to be introduced, that of grammar, then 
the schools, as a whole, will be well supplied with a unity of 
text-books. 

The school registers this year, as last, show a great deal of 
irregular attendance, but more nates are found upon the Roll 
of Honor. 

The whole amount appropriated for school purposes was 
$18.65 less than last year. 

The parents, teachers, scholars, and all who have assisted me 
in endeavoring to promote the interests of the schools, have my 


sincere thanks. 
FRANK P. MORRILL, S. S. Commvittee. 
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